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2 SAYANG SEMBAWANG

Dear Residents,

We weathered through COVID-19 over
the last three years and are slowly
returning to normalcy. Singapore has
moved to DORSCON green, but we
should continue to exercise social
responsibility and monitor our health.

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted

our lives in countless ways, and it's

been a difficult period for many of

us. The cost of living has been rising,

driven by the global spike in food
and commodity prices following the war in Ukraine. Under Budget 2023, the
government has announced various measures, including provisions of vouchers
and cash payouts over the course of the year, that will be implemented to help
alleviate the situation, especially for low-income households.

Despite these challenges, | have also seen resilience, perseverance, and
compassion from individuals and communities alike. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank our team of cleaners and other frontline workers again for
ensuring the cleanliness and hygiene of our estates.

There have been multiple gatherings across Sembawang GRC over the past few
months to celebrate the New Year, the Lunar New Year and Pongal. It was a joy to
be able to celebrate these occasions with less restrictions, and it was a chance for
residents to immerse in the practices of different cultures.

In terms of major developments, we saw the opening of the Woodlands Sport-In-
Precinct facility and the long-awaited hawker centre at Bukit Canberra. Although
delayed for some time because of the pandemic, their opening provides more
amenities for all of us as we return to normal.

We have been through some tough times over the last few years, but | believe that
we are emerging from this stronger and more united.

Sayang Sembawang!

Vikram Nair
Chairman of Sembawang Town Council

Para Penduduk yang Dihormati,

Kita telah mengharungi COVID-19 sepanjang tiga tahun yang lalu dan secara
perlahan-lahan kembali seperti sediakala. Singapura telah beralih ke Dorscon
Hijau, tetapi kita harus terus melaksanakan tanggungjawab sosial dan memantau
kesihatan kita.

Pandemik COVID-19 telah memberikan impak yang tidak terkira dalam kehidupan
kita, dan ianya merupakan tempoh yang sukar bagi kebanyakan kita. Kos sara hidup
telah meningkat, didorong oleh kenaikan mendadak harga makanan dan komoditi
secara global berikutan perang di Ukraine. Di bawah Belanjawan 2023, pemerintah
telah mengumumkan pelbagai langkah, termasuk peruntukan baucar dan bayaran
tunai sepanjang tahun ini, yang akan dilaksanakan untuk membantu meringankan
beban, terutamanya bagi golongan yang berpendapatan rendah.

Walapun menghadapi cabaran, saya juga telah menyaksikan daya tahan, ketabahan,
dan belas kasihan daripada individu dan masyarakat. Saya ingin mengambil
kesempatan ini untuk mengucapkan terima kasih sekali lagi kepada para petugas
kebersihan dan pekerja barisan hadapan kerana memastikan kebersihan estet-estet
kita.

Sepanjang beberapa bulan yang lalu, pelbagai perhimpunan diadakan di seluruh GRC
Sembawang untuk menyambut Tahun Baru, Tahun Baru Cina dan Pongal. Adalah satu
kegembiraan untuk dapat meraikan sambutan-sambutan ini dengan kelonggaran
sekatan, dan ianya memberikan para penduduk peluang untuk mendalami amalan-
amalan budaya yang berbeza.

Dari segi pembangunan besar, kita telah menyaksikan pembukaan Sukan-Di-Presint
Woodlands dan pusat penjaja di Bukit Canberra yang telah lama dinantikan. Walaupun
tertangguh kerana pandemik, pembukaan tempat-tempat ini akan menyediakan lebih
banyak kemudahan untuk kita semua dengan kehidupan kembali normal.

Kita telah melalui beberapa tempoh yang sukar sejak beberapa tahun yang lalu, tetapi
saya percaya bahawa kita sedang muncul dengan lebih kuat dan bersatu.

Sayang Sembawang!

Vikram Nair
Pengerusi Majlis Bandaran Sembhawang
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FINANCIAL REPORT rinanciAL YEAR 202172022

Where did the Town Council's Majority of the Town Council’'s operational income continued to come directly from
money come from? residents in the form of Service and Conservancy Charges (S&CC).

The Town Council’s major source of income for the financial year came from
Government Grants totalling at $19,066,000.

= SEENeEemrEEN =— An additional $8,041,000 came from other income, such as fees charged

———=++~— for maintaining HDB carparks, Temporary Occupation Licences, and use
== of void decks, etc.

S&CC Government Grants Other Income
$53,863,000 $19,066,000 $8,041,000

TOTAL: $80,970,000

What did the Town Council spend it on?

The Town Council’s total expenses and transfers carried out for the year amounted to $72,916,000. The highest
disbursement item of the year is Water and Electricity, incurring a total expenditure of $8,773,000. This is followed by
Cleaning Works at $8,049,000.

For the Town Council to meet upcoming cyclical maintenance and replacement needs, a total of $16,169,000 was
transferred to the Sinking Fund, and another sum of $16,551,000 was transferred to the Lift Replacement Fund.

( Water & Electricity N ( Cleaning Works N ( Lift Maintenance h

L $8,773,000 JAS $8,049,000 JANS $5,747,000 )

( Maintenance & N ( Management & N ( General & A
Other Works Admin Charges Administrative Expenses

L $5,420,000 JAS $5,910,000 ) L $2,280,000 )

( Transfer to Town N ( Transfer to N ( Transfer to Lift

Improvement Fund Sinking Fund Replacement Fund
L $4,017,000 JAS $16,169,000 JRS $16,551,000 )

TOTAL: $72,916,000

How much did the Town Council spend on cyclical works?

A total of $25,519,000 was spent on cyclical works for the

financial year, which ended on 31 March 2022. j|
A sum of $7,365,000 was spent on Lift Works and another jl
$5,477,000 and $4,198,000 were spent on Redecoration & I
Repainting and Electrical Rewiring works respectively. jl
| ( Lift Works N ( Redecoration & N ( Taxes & ) Lamp Posts, Pumps, jl
$7,365,000 Repainting Works Admin Charges Pipes & Tanks N
L JAN $5,477,000 JAN $2,579,000 ) $1,473,000
Safety Provision at N ( Refuse Handling Plant N ( Electrical Rewiri )
Rooftops & Reroofing & Chute Flushing System ectrical kewiring
$2,713,000 $1,714,000 $4,198,000

\. J / \




SAYANG SEMBAWANG

SEMBAWANG'S
FOOD PARADISE
IS NOW OPEN

Nestled amidst lush greenery next to sports amenities and a stone's
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throw away from Sembawang MRT station, Bukit Canberra Hawker
Centre opened for business on 17 December 2022. Boasting 800 seats =T
and 44 stalls, residents will be spoilt for choice at this massive food paradise offering just about anything from Teochew

fish soup to nasi lemak! Self-proclaimed food connoisseurs amongst residents delivered positive feedback as they savoured
the many dishes offered.

One-of-a-kind

This new establishment also
features an in-house nutritionist
to ensure that the food offerings
are healthy. In addition, stalls
display calorie counts of various
food options, allowing residents

to make more informed decisions
regarding their diet. There are self-
service kiosks to facilitate order
taking, which also allow residents
to "Belanja A Meal" to those in
need.

CHRISTMAS LIGHT-UP
@ BUKIT CANBERRA

Bukit Canberra turned festive as Mr Ong Ye Kung and residents

T =N\ "\
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gathered together to witness the Christmas light-up. Despite the
late afternoon shower, it did not dampen the Christmas spirit.
Instead, the wet lawn elevated the magic of the lights.

The night was packed with activities such as dance workouts and sports
try-outs. The live band definitely livened up the place. There was also
a farmers’ market where residents could buy homegrown veggies, pre-
loved apparel, home-baked goods, and more!
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Activities for all

The community club was given quite the makeover, with eye-catching
serial lights hung from above, mimicking stars in the night sky. Yellow
and black balloons forming an entrance arch, with silver foil balloons
that read "Hello 2023", gave residents a warm welcome.

Little ones jumped their worries away on a bouncy castle, whilst sweet
teeth enjoyed cotton candy and popcorn. Residents also had a whale
of a time whizzing past others on LED bikes. This station was quite the
highlight as many waited for the opportunity to flaunt their skills on
the circuit.

Whilst many found joy in unleashing their inner child, others preferred
relaxation, enjoying a movie under the stars with their loved ones. Live
band performances and stage games, which were held inching towards
the final hour of 2022, were enjoyed by all.

/

=\ '
Resolute in resolutions

Minutes leading to the dawn of a new year,
grassroots advisers were welcomed on
stage, where they aired their new year’s
resolutions and motivated residents to
stay on track with their goals. At the
stroke of midnight, everyone let loose as
they screamed to their heart's content
before exchanging new year wishes. It
was indeed a night to remember.
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PONGALO PONGAL

community over-a four-day period.
to thank the Sun, Mother Nature and the various farm
animals that help contribute toa bountiful harvest.

Pongal is a harvest festival celebrated by the Tamil

It is @ day where cleaning and discarding of
old belongings are carried out to signify a
fresh start. New clothes are worn and houses
are decorated in the spirit of the festivity.

This day is devoted to honour and worship
the cattle (Maatu) to remember the work
they do — ploughing the land. Cows are
bathed and adorned with multi-coloured
beads, flower garlands, and bells. In
Singapore, thanksgiving prayers would be
conducted for the cattle at some dairy
farms owned by Indians.

Canberra

Woodlands

Sembawang West

It is a celebration

Pongal is also the name of the dish made and eaten
during this festival. It is a mixture of boiled sweet
rice. It is derived from the Tamil Word &
pongu, which means “to boil over”

On this day, the Sun God is honoured. Colourful decorative floor patterns called
kolam are drawn at the entrance of one’s home, and each household cooks a pot of
fresh rice with milk at auspicious timings.

As the milk boils freely over the pot, family members shout out happily “Pongalo
Pongal”! After the Pongal is offered to the Sun God, they would feast on several
Pongal dishes that are prepared especially for the day.

‘ On this day, importance is given to the community and to strengthen ties. Families

gather together to have a sumptuous meal. Younger members seek the blessings of
older members of their families. It is also a day for traditional Indian folk dances such
as mayilattam and kolattam.

T - - -
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ASSURANCE IN 2023

he Government is helping Singaporeans cope with the increase _
I in daily expenses due to higher inflation and GST increase. Aol s Harl= sy

Singaporeans can benefit from the following measures in 2023:

* Top up $500 million to ElderCare Fund

to support means-tested subsidies for
FOR INDIVIDUALS FOR WORKERS seniors who need home-based, centre-

based, or institutional care

* Cash « Pilot Jobs-Skills Integrators in
» Age 21 to 54 Precision Engineering, Retail, opi upl s1.5) billion “to Melegnd 4o
strengthen safety net for lower-income
Up to $1,700 and Wholesale Trade sectors for A ) ) . .
’ : . . individuals and seniors facing financial
industry-related training and job e ) . . .
» Age 55 & above matching difficulties with medical bills

Up to $2,300 . .
. Top up $2.4 billion to Progressive Provide CPF Transition Support to

Wage Credit Scheme fund ::ther;lncome Platf?rm \I/\/orkeist.ln tkt1e
for lower-wage workers, and irst four years of implementation to

¢ MediSave Top-Ups

$150 - $600 it feler CevErman: o cushion the impact of their increased
funding share of eligible wage CPF contributions
¢ Child Development increases in 2023 * Increase CPF contribution rates for
Account Top-Up . senior workers in 2024 and provide CPF
$400 ° Extend  Senior  Employment Transition Offset to employers
Credit and Part-time Re- o
employment Grant for senior * Increase minimum CPF monthly payouts
« Edusave Account & workers till 2025 for seniors on Retirement Sum Scheme
Post-Secondary to $350

T e ey « Enhance Enabling Employment
Top-Ups Credit to encourage employment
$300 of persons with disabilities

* Increase CPF monthly salary ceiling from
$6,000 to $8,000 by 2026

* Introduce Uplifting Employment
Credit to encourage employment

FOR HOUSEHOLDS of ex-offenders

o .
e CDC Vouchers = ¥ . o
$300

ie Ve
(

FOR LOWER-
INCOME FAMILIES

e Scale up KidSTART to support positive
development outcomes for children

0
0

¢ U-Save Rebates

$440 - $760
S&CC Rebates
1.5 months - 3.5 months

FOR FAMILIES ¢ Leverage ComLink to integrate delivery
of social services
+ Extend $3,000 Baby Support Grant for eligible Singaporean children . Top up $300 million to ComcCare
born from 1 Oct 2022 to 13 Feb 2023 Endowment Fund to
* For all other eligible Singaporean children: provide necessary ’
social assistance
Born 14 Feb - 31 Dec 2023 Born 1 Jan 2024 onwards ]EO I_ol_wer-income
amilies

¢ Cash Support
» Increase in Baby Bonus Cash Gift by $3,000

» Increase in Government contributions to the Child Development
Account (CDA)

« For all Singaporean children aged under

e 2 weeks Government-Paid * 4 weeks Government- 2 years from 1 Jan 2024 onwards: Increase
Paternity Leave Paid Paternity Leave Unpaid Infant Care Leave from 6 to 12 days
« Working Mother's Child Relief + Working Mother's Child per year for each parent
(WMCR)" Relief (WMCR)” + Increase CPF Housing Grant by up to
» 1st child — 15% of mother's » st child — $8,000 $30,000
earned income » 2nd child — $10,000
» 2nd chl_ld — 20% of mother's » 3rd child and beyond
earned income — $12,000

» 3rd child and beyond — 25% of
mother's earned income

~ No change for WMCR claims on qualifying Singaporean children born or adopted before
1 Jan 2024
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~ HAPPY TO-GATHER

ongxi gongxi! It is the Year of the Rabbit, and also G} w : f, &
the first year since COVID-19 that we are able to - ﬁ ‘ 715
gather for mass CNY celebrations, just like old times.

- Celebrations were held across every division with our MPs in attendance. From mandarin orange distributions to
Chinese New Year dinners, everyone greeted one another with well wishes and a “HUAT AH!”

d How did your Chinese New Year go?

Admiralty

Canberra

Canberra Getai

Woodlands
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Lg’g VM"( AT THE NEW

WOODLANDS SPORTS PAVILION!

r I \he Woodlands Sports Pavilion officially opened its doors on 11 March 2023. Adviser Ms Mariam Jaafar officiated the

opening and participated in various sporting activities with residents, including dodgeball, tegball, and sepak takraw.
After breaking a sweat, participants got to enjoy some sweet treats too.

Just before the opening ceremony, our lovely Woodlands ladies took part in a run wearing kebayas, in celebration of
International Women's Day. What a way to empower our women!

What facilities can you find?

Sheltered Multi-Purpose Courts Outdoor Playground

There are three multi-purpose courts for basketball, futsal, The kids will surely enjoy the new playground with a
sepak takraw, and badminton. Plus, whether rain or shine, kampung theme, which includes a 3.3m tube slide, rope
you can enjoy your game undisrupted as the courts are bridge, swings, hopscotch and more!

sheltered.

Check out the new
Woodlands Sports
Pavilion (next to Blk
677 Woodlands Ave 6).
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CELEBRATING
WOMEN —

40 FOR IT 4IRL! J3

n the morning of 5 March, Bukit Canberra Sports Hall saw a big turnout

of women and some men for the Singapore Women’s Festival in

commemoration of International Women’s Day. Themed "Go for it girl”,
the event brought together women to celebrate their notable achievements
and empower one another in the domains of health, career, and beyond. Five
women recognised as "SG Heroines"” were awarded for their contributions and
achievements in music, sports and social work, among others.

Celebration took a different form at the event — women from all walks of life got active together through piloxing, Crossfit,
Zumba and dancing. Energetic trainers led participants with upbeat music and clear demonstrations. Enjoyment was
palpable as everyone moved to the beat in unison, cheering for one another.

Whilst keeping active certainly contributes to good health, guest of honour Minister Ong Ye Kung noted that women face
some additional risks and encourages everyone to undertake preventive measures. Booths were set up to help women
better understand health risks and circumnavigate potential complications.
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CELEBRATING THE

CANBERRA SPIRIT

n 12 March, the Bukit Canberra Indoor Sport Hall came alive with
hundreds of Sembawang residents attending Canberra Day 2023.

The event kicked off with the Canberra Education Awards Presentation
Ceremony. The awards honoured the accomplishments of students and
celebrated the talents and hard work of young people in the community.

The event also featured various performances and activities. Musical
performances captivated the crowd with their melodious tunes. Dance
performances from different cultures added colour and energy to the
event, showcasing the community's diverse heritage. Food, information,
and game booths served to entertain and educate eventgoers.

In a heartfelt speech, Dr Lim Wee Kiak, adviser to Canberra grassroots
organisation, expressed his gratitude to the Sembawang community for
their tireless volunteer efforts during the pandemic. He recognised their
invaluable contributions in supporting vulnerable groups and helping the
community stay safe during the challenging time.

Dr Lim also talked about the launch of the community volunteer
programme and encouraged residents to join. “I know some of you may
be concerned that you don’t have the time to attend every meeting,
and that is why we are breaking it down into nine small interest groups,”
Dr Lim explained. “One of them will surely be of interest. If you are
interested, please sign up and join us in this worthy cause.”

Sembawang resident Mdm Valar, 31, shared: “My family has enjoyed today’s
programme. We’ve come across some interest groups that we want to
participate in, such as the cycling and badminton groups. We tried out
the basketball game earlier, and now my son is going to participate in the
news presentation booth!”

Overall, Canberra Day 2023 was a resounding success. The event provided
an avenue for residents to come together and inspire one another to
continue making a positive impact in their community. Dr Lim praised the
kampung spirit, calling it the one thing that makes Sembawang special.

The event even attracted visitors from outside Sembawang. “l actually
live in Yishun, but my friend who lives here invited me to come for this
event,” Mr Andy Tan, 44, revealed. “I find this event very lively, and | hope
we can do something similar.”
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Check out our popular Facebook posts for the last quarter!
and follow us to stay updated on the latest community
news and happenings in Sembawang GRC. Scan the QR codes
to go straight to the posts!

NEWLY UPGRADED MONTREAL
GREEN PARK

HEATWHATFRIDAY: MALA XIANG

GUO (AT NOM'’S BISTRO)
Sembawang

zemn, wHY

SI6HTYL 60T Q& LDLIEGUTTTI

The newly upgraded Montreal Park is the perfect pl e to visit on your next family day out!
With two newly bui Il pl ygrounds, brand-new exerci q pm nt, upgraded walking trails
and pavilions, there is defini l ely something for yon

OPENING OF BUKIT CANBERRA
HAWKER CENTRE

2023 “CHEAT SHEET” FOR
LONG WEEKENDS

HEATWHATFRIDAY: THE PATIO

CHRISTMAS LIGHT-UP AT BUKIT
CANBERRA

f facebook.com/sayangsembawang

sayangsembawang / /
-4 Sayang Sembawang /

Connect with us today!
@ sayangsembawang.home.blog

\/ v/

[ X

Look out for upcoming gweaways,
contests, resident features,
lifestyle content and more every
week on our Facebook page!

b3
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WOODLANDS
MEMORIAL

FPTL O I

A Better Place

Soundproof Wake Halls Thematic Sky Garden Landscaped Oasis
A Better Place forM W A Better Place for WW/W A Better Place for WWMZQ
e Various Sizing Options (80 pax to 1000 pax) Final Resting Place in our Sky Gardens e Remember your loved ones in a place they deserve
e Aircon Wake Hall from a few hours to 7 days o Lush Green peaceful setting e Serene Tranquil Space
e Private Rest Rooms & Shower facility for e For various races and religious beliefs e st Solar Powered Funeral Parlour in Singapore
family members. e Dedicated Aircon Halls for Christians/Buddhists ¢ Comfortable setting for various prayer events
Private Rest Room Large Aircon Wake Halls Lush Outdoor Garden Greenery

Call or WhatsApp
8833 7877

email:
info@woodlandsmemorial.sg
www.woodlandsmemorial.sg oF

WoodlandsMemorial

7 Woodlands Industrial Park E8, Singapore 758969




WE APPRECIATE YOU! * *x x x %

t the beginning of this year, we had a divisional appreciation lunch for our cleaners who work tirelessly to keep
our estates clean and tidy. Although it was a very simple gesture, everyone who turned up seem to have enjoyed
themselves during this session.

Through this, we recognise their efforts and appreciate the work they have done. We hope this will boost their morale, and
' motivate them to keep up the good work and do even better in future.

Woodlands
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DATE NAME OF EVENT : TIME VENUE
ADMIRALTY R, ACE The Place CC - 68913430 f our Admiralty
PLEASE VISIT THE ‘OUR ADMIRALTY’ PAGE FOR EVENT UPDATES
CAN BERRA \. Canberra CC - 6755 6369 f Kampung Jelutung @ Canberra
19 April 2023, Befriending Seniors Blk 356 A Admiralty Drive
17 May 2023, #01-80 Singapore 751356
19 May 2023 Blk 478 Sembawang Drive
#01-383 Singapore 750478
. 20 May 2 023 ........ Canberra Y OUth Network & Canberra ............. 1oam 6pm ............ Buk,tcanberra |ndoor Spo r t .....

Community Sports Network Hall
Basketball Badminton Tournament :

SEMBAWANG CENTRAL
PLEASE VISIT THE ‘SEMBAWANG CENTRAL COMMUNITY’ PAGE FOR EVENT UPDATES
SEMBAWANG WEST
PLEASE VISIT THE ‘SEMBAWANG OUR HOME’ PAGE FOR EVENT UPDATES
WOODLANDS

PLEASE VISIT THE ‘WOODLANDS COMMUNITY’ PAGE FOR EVENT UPDATES

\. Sembawang CC - 6752 7212 f Sembawang Central Community

&, Woodlands Galaxy CC - 6366 2218 f sembawang Our Home

\. Woodlands CC - 6368 9938 f Woodlands Community

Great prizes to be won:

6 LUCKY
WINNERS WILL
GET $50 EACH!

*Winners will be issued cheques only

FILL-IN-THE-
BLANKS
CONTEST

FIND THE MISSING WORD IN THE
SENTENCES BELOW:

Please mail to:

The PR Manager

Blk 504C Canberra Link
#01-63, Singapore 753504

Page 4: Bukit Canberra turned festive as Mr My Name: IC/birth cert
Ong Ye Kung and residents gathered y Name: (as per IC/birth cert)
together to witness the Christmas ... ...
My Age: (as of Jan 2023) ..........
Page 6: Pongal is also the name of the My Address: . ........covevnnennnn..
made and eatern during this festival.
Page 8: From mandarin orange distributions to PostalCode:..........ovvvuvennnnn.

Chinese New Year dinners, everyone
greeted one another with well wishes
anda"” m

| do not wish to subscribe to the
Sayang Sembawang e-newsletter.

Page 12: On 12 March, the Bukit Canberra Indoor
Sport Hall came alive with hundreds
of Sembawang residents attending

Day 2023.

Our contest is now online!
This contest closes on 15 May 2023.

Scan the QR to submit your entry.

i ...

" -'-:J F important local
Fu gl |

u ? news? Sign up
l- L} I’l.-
'

for the Sayang
Sembawang
e-newsletter
by scanning
the QR code!

</

Do you have a business located in Sembawang
GRC and wish to advertise your services?

Write to us at feedback@sbtc.org.sg for more details!

Rates below:

Full page - $3,500.00
Half page - $2,000.00
Quarter page - $1,200.00

*subject to 8% GST

Sayang Sembawang is published
quarterly by Sembawang Town Council.

Offices:

Sembawang Town Council

Blk 504C Canberra Link
#01-63, S753504

Tel: 6368 3100

Kampung Admiralty

Blk 676 Woodlands Drive 71
#06-04, S730676

(Behind Admiralty MRT Station)

Email: feedback@sbtc.org.sg
Facebook:

Sayang Sembawang

(for Town news)

Sembawang Town Council

(for Town Council matters)
iPhone/Android App: iTown@SG

Chairman:

Mr Goh Peng Hong, BBM
Co-chairman:

Mr Milton Koh Kah Yoong
Members:

Mr Daniel Tan Hong Lim, PBM
Mr Isson Jacob

Mr Kelvin Ong Yanto

Mr Lawrence Law Jin Chuan
Ms Patricia Loy Teck Boon
Mdm Pek Poh Hua

Design and Production:
App Content & Concepts Pte Ltd

Circulation: 70,000

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE WINNERS IN
THE LAST CONTEST:

Lee Soh Bee
Eunice Chau Yuen Ling

Ivanna Christiani
Suryaatmadja

Tan Ching Yin Regina

Bryan T
Phua Li Ping




